Successful resection of advanced pancreatic tail cancer after neoadjuvant gemcitabine chemotherapy: report of a case.
Pancreatic cancer with distant metastasis is not an indication for surgery, and the median survival of these patients is less than 3 months. We report the case of a patient who has survived for 21 months without any signs of recurrence after resection of advanced pancreatic cancer following a course of chemotherapy with gemcitabine (GEM). A 75-year-old man was hospitalized for anorexia and emaciation. Examinations showed pancreatic cancer with distant peritoneal metastasis. After the main tumor and metastasis had been shrunk by GEM chemotherapy, we performed distal pancreatectomy combined with splenectomy. Microscopically, the main tumor was confirmed as moderately differentiated tubular adenocarcinoma with interstitium and fibrosis. The radicality of the surgery was R0, according to the TNM classification of the UICC. The patient recovered well and has had no clinical symptoms for 40 months since the initial chemotherapy. This case suggests that multidisciplinary treatment with GEM may prolong the survival of some patients with unresectable pancreatic cancer.